Practical Strategies for Building Positive Relationships with Children
· Interest surveys that parents fill out about their child

· Greet every child at the door by name

· Following a child’s lead during the day

· Have a conversation over snack

· Listen to a child’s ideas and stories and be an appreciative audience

· Send positive notes home

· Praise and encouragement

· Share information about yourself and find something in common with the child

· Ask children to bring in family photos and give them an opportunity to share it with you and their peers

· Post children’s work

· Acknowledge a child’s effort

· Call a child’s parents to say what a great day he or she were having in front of the child

· Sharing days

· Find out what the child’s favorite book is and read it to the class

· Make “all about me” books and share them at circle time

· Write all of the special things about a child on a T-shirt and let them wear it around

· Play a game with a child

· Play outside with a child

· Learn a child’s home language

· Give hugs, give fives and thumbs up for accomplishing tasks

· Hold a child’s hand

· Tell a child how much they were missed when they miss a day of school

