Quiet Correction

Here is a sequence that moves from the least obtrusive form of correction to more obtrusive forms. 

Eye contact      
Merely making eye contact and smiling will prevent

                                           some children from getting off track with their 

                                           behavior.  It lets the child know you are watching and

                                           aware.

Gesture
If eye contact is not enough, then use a gesture like 


shaking the head.  This usually only catches the 


attention of the intended child.

Moving toward
If the first two steps haven’t been successful, move toward the child.  Continue any conversation that was going on as you move.  Do not say anything to the child.  Just move close and make eye contact.  Usually this will get the behavior back on track.

Touch
Next in the sequence is a light touch on the shoulder as the teacher continues whatever he/she was doing.  Make eye contact with the child and then gesture.

Note that none of the above sequence uses the voice.  If these

tactics are not effective in getting the desired behavior, then move on 

to using the voice.
Task-Related 
Since attention reinforces behavior, the first use of 

Question
the voice to correct behavior should focus on the task the child should be doing.  Ask a question about the task.  This question should result in refocusing the child.  It should not embarrass him/her in any way.  

Speak Softly
Speak quietly and directly to the child about the change you want to see in the behavior. Give attention to the desired behavior.  Only in the most difficult cases should you have to put into words the behavior you want stopped.

