Last year, the North Carolina Early Childhood Association (NCECA) held itsfirst telephone seminar seriesfor early
childhood professionals in North Carolina. We received numerous positive comments from our members and othersin
the field about the timeliness of the topics and the convenience of having thisinformation so easily accessible.

After the success of thefirst series, the Board of Directors has decided to offer the telephone seminars again this year
and has developed 6 new seminar sessions for the 2008-09 year. (See topics and dates below) The Board also secured
expert presenters to share information with you about issues affecting child care programsin our state.

We have recognized that it has become almost impossible for early childhood educatorsto leave their programs during
the workday to attend conferences and workshops. However, we understand the need for you to have information about
the latest trends affecting our field and practical approachesto everyday issues affecting you in your child care programs.
So we are offering sessions by tel ephone to make them convenient and accessible for the majority of individuals working
inour field.

We hope that you will make the decision to participate in our telephone seminarsthisyear. You can earn up to 6 DCD
training credits without ever leaving your program.

Y ou can access the full brochure on our website at www.ncearlychildhoodassoc.com or contact us by e-mail at
nceca@ncearlychildhoodassoc.com or call 919-442-4000.

NCECA Seminar Topics 2008-09

Date/Time Seminar

September 25, 2008 What is OLE (Outdoor Learning Environments)?
October 17, 2008 Helping Families Access Resources for Child Care
October 29, 2008 Smart Buying, Smart Saving, Smart Charging
November 18, 2008 Preparing for the Rated License

February 24, 2009 More at Four in Community Child Care Centers

March 28, 2009 Understanding the Cost of Infant and Toddler Care



Board of Directors

President Sarah Norris
Vice President Janice Price
Treasurer Katura Jackson
Secretary Pat Porter
Finance SheilaHoyle
Public Policy Sue Russell
Past President Polly Russ
Board Representatives
Sue Creech
Linda Leonard
Katherine Smith
Delores Staton

Patsy Tickle, FCC Liaison

Newsletter Committee
Katura Jackson
Patsy Tickle

Program Administrator

Marilyn Miller
919-442-2000
NCECA @ncearlychildhoodassoc.com

And We Have a WINNer ... ..o,

Congratulations to Mary Draughn, winner of the spring Moun-
tain Getaway Raffle. Mary works for Smart Start of Davidson
County administering the Quality Maintenance Program and
purchased her ticket from NCECA board member Linda Leo-
nard, who is also the Executive Director of Smart Start of
Davidson County.

Mary was thrilled and delighted to be the winner of the raffle
and is looking forward to using her prize in November.

The Mountain Getaway Raffle basket included: 4 nights lodg-
ing at the Balsam Mountain Inn, Round Trip Excursion tickets
for 2 on the Great Smoky Mountain Scenic Railroad, Dinner
for 2 at J. Arthur's in Maggie Valley and much, much more.
Special thanks again this year to the staff of Southwestern
Child Development and especially to the Executive Director
and NCECA Board member Sheila Hoyle for putting this prize
together as a fundraiser for NCECA.

The NCECA Board is hosting two additional raffles this year.
We will have a basket at our table at the NC-aeyc Conference
in Greensboro. The theme will be football—and will include
tickets to a Carolina Panther’s game. The drawing will be held
on Saturday morning at the conference. You do not have to
be present to win.

The Beach Basket Raffle will be held during September, Octo-
ber and November of this year. Your child care program will
have the opportunity to participate in this raffle as it will be
similar to the fundraisers that we have conducted in the past—
your program is eligible to keep $1.00 out of every $2.00 ticket
that is sold.

All of the proceeds from these raffles go to support the work
that NCECA does to improve the quality of child care in North
Carolina. If raffles just aren’t your thing, consider joining
NCECA if you are not already a member, or sending a dona-
tion to support the work that NCECA does on your behalf.
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Embracing Technology
We would like to make our newsletter availableto our membership by e-mail. Please send your e-mail address to
NCECA @ncearlychildhoodassoc.com if you would like to have the newsletter and other child care related information and alerts
sent to you electronically. Please put the word Newsletter in the subject line.

NCECA Newsetter Committee

If you areinterested in serving on NCECA'’ s newsletter committee or have an article or item of interest that you think would benefit
other child care providersin North Carolina, please send an e-mail to KJackson@ccrr.org. To join the committee, please put the
Newsletter Committee in the subject line. Include your name and contact information in the e-mail.

If you have an article or item of interest, please send that to KJackson@ccrr.org by e-mail. Put NCECA newdletter article in the
subject line and attach your article.




NC Child Care Coalition

An Overview of the 2008 N.C. General Assembly Session e

p\j

The legislative sessions held in even numbered years are mainly budget adjustment sessions, along
with consideration of bills that have passed the House or Senate in the prior year but did not make it through
the entire process. Also eligible for consideration in a “short session” are recommendations coming out of
study commissions and several year-round oversight committees, as well as anything else considered impor-
tant by either the Governor or the N.C. General Assembly. Yes, there are rules, but there are always ways to
interpret them.

Each year those of us involved with the happenings on Jones St. in Raleigh make predictions on when
the “short session” will end. This year we were pretty much on target. Three reasons stood out for why the
General Assembly would not be in session for long:

1. There were no outstanding differences among policies or budget items between the House, Senate, and
even the Governor (all from the same political party) so nobody expected a prolonged stand-off.
2. With the slowing economy, the surplus of state funds would be minimal and less surplus meant less fight-
ing over spending or tax changes.
3. Election year! Both the state House and Senate members stand for re-election every two years. Although
many have no opposition in the November elections, enough do to cause an extremely urgent desire to get
out of “Dodge” as soon as possible in order to campaign.

Although the short session started on May 13, there was plenty of activity before that date.
The N.C. Child Care Coalition priorities for 2008 continued to be the budget items for Smart Start, T.E.A.C.H.,
and Child Care Subsidy. During the early spring, before the session started, we developed our dollar re-
guests, produced new fact sheets, and contacted legislators to ask for their sponsorship of our bills.

Considering the lack of a substantial budget surplus and the intense competition for those funds, this
session should be looked at as a pretty much status quo year for our issues. Yes, we did get expansion dol-
lars for three out of four of our priorities. That was a pretty good outcome when compared to many programs
that were cut or did not receive any new money. We now look to the future, 2009, when we will have a brand
new Governor as well as new faces in the General Assembly. | hope that this year's November Annual Re-
treat will result in exciting new policy and funding proposals for the 2009 long session.

Until then, you can do your part by getting involved in this year's General Elections. When appropri-
ate, ask questions to those running for office. Where do they stand when it comes to early care and educa-
tion? Will they be there for us when they get into office? Can we help them with our expertise on this issue?

Again, thanks for all your support during the session. With our local grassroots and statewide efforts,

we are heard at both the Executive mansion and at the N. C. General Assembly on Jones St. in Raleigh.



N.C. General Assembly Highlights

How about some short session trivia? The session lasted 68 days. During that time, legislators filed a total of 1,328 bills.
Of those, 229 bills were ratified (many others found their way into the state budget bill). In addition, 31 joint resolutions
were also ratified. Compared to the 2006 short session, this session had about the same results: 264 bills enacted and
24 joint resolutions ratified. The Governor has 30 days after a session ends to either sign or veto ratified bills. If he does
neither, the bill becomes law at the end of the 30 day period.

When the session ended, the Governor had 113 bills on his desk. On Monday, July 28 the Governor signed 26 bills, in-
cluding H 685, “Allow Smart Start to Retain Unexpended Funds.” To date, two bills of interest to the NC Child Care Coa-
lition, the “2008 Appointments” bill and the “Studies Act of 2008,” have not been acted upon by the Governor.

House Bill 2788, “2008 Appointments Bill”

PART |. SPEAKER'S RECOMMENDATIONS

SECTION 1.8. Lynn K. Policastro (Wake) is appointed to the [NC] Child Care Commission for a term expiring on June
30, 2010.

SECTION 1.32. Effective January 1, 2009, Clifton H. Smith (Lincoln), Derek D. Kelly (Davidson), the Reverend James
R. Horton (Martin), Robert M. Shinn (Cabarrus), and Sue Russell (Orange) are appointed to the Board of Directors of the
NC Partnership for Children, Inc. for terms expiring on December 21, 2011.

PART Il. PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE’'S RECOMMENDATIONS

SECTION 2.5. Margaret Ann Biddle (Wake) and Lorrie Looper (Watauga) are appointed to the [NC] Child Care Commis-
sion for a term expiring on June 30, 2010.

Note: There were no Senate appointments to NCPC due to expire.

House Bill 2431, “Studies Act of 2008”

PART XLIX. MORE AT FOUR YEARLY REVIEW

As a reminder, the final budget bill (House Bill 2436) includes a required annual study of More at Four. The language in
this “Studies” bill changes some of language found in the budget. The new language gives the research organization
more flexibility in designing the study and eliminates the requirement to continue review of More at Four children until the
end of grade 9.

Note: Go to www.ncleg.net, Find Bill By Number and type in H or S and the bill number. The status of the bill will be
listed. Then click on the title of the bill to view the text.

Roz Savitt—Public Policy Consultant, NC Child Care Coalition




The North Carolina Early Childhood Association, NCECA , has changed its name but not its purpose. The group was organized
in the fall of 1960 asthe NC Day Care Association. The original goals of the group were to improve day care standards, provide
training and to get the NC Legislature to pass a mandatory licensing law requiring all child care programs to become licensed. Until
this time licensing was voluntary and centers that provided infant care could not be licensed. The group was successful in getting the
law enacted and mandatory licensing became a requirement in the state of NC on January 1, 1972. North Carolina created a mini-
mum licensing requirement for al full day child care programs. The law also included minimum standards related to health and

safety in child care programs.

This was the beginning of NCECA’s legacy of advocating for quality child care. In 1974 several members of NCECA’s Board of
Directors served on an advisory committee of professionals to help develop a higher level of licensing for programs choosing to offer
ahigher level of quality, AA licensing standards. The AA licenseincluded lower staff-child ratios and some training requirements
for child care programs. Each time new legislation concerning child care is being considered in our state, NCECA'’s voiceis heard.
The mission of NCECA isto improve the quality of child care in North Carolina which includes supporting additional funding for
child care services, increased subsidies for low income families, improved compensation for child care teachers and collaborating
with groups across the state to increase awareness about child care related issues.

If you are not a member of NCECA or know of someone who isn’t a member, please encourage themtojoin.
Joining NCECA asa regular or advocacy member will help ensure that this organization keepsits commitment t
0 make high quality child care availableto all children in our state.

North Carolina Early Childhood Association Membership Form

Name
Program Name
Mailing Address Email
City State Zip
Job Title County
Phone: Work( ) Home( ) Fax( )
Years of Education : (12=High School Grad , 16=College Grad, 18 -Graduate Level)
Number of Children in Program (If applicable) Star Rating
Do you belong to a local child care association or group? yes no
Name of Group Contact Person
Address Phone ()
Circle onethat best describesyou and/or your child care program:
For Profit Center Non-Profit Center Employer Operated Center County Operated Center
Church/Synagogue Center Family Child CareHome Resource & Referral Agency  Head Start
State Government College or Technical Institution Parent  Advocacy Organization  Other
Circleyour areas of interest: (Thisinformation will be used to help determine committee assignments)
Public Policy Training Newsl etter Children w/ Special Needs
Worthy Wage Conference Membership Other

Annual Membership Fees: Individua $25.00  Vendors $200.00
Advocacy M ember ships: Silver: $175-324  Gold: $325-524  Platinum: $525—$15,000
Advocacy Donation:

Amount Enclosed:
M ake Checks payable to NCECA and mail to: NCECA, PO Box 4292, Chapel Hill, NC 27515

E-Mail: NCECA @ncear lychildhoodassoc.com Telephone: 919-442-2000




