Advocacy 101:  From the Classroom to the Legislature

Six Advocacy Strategies that Work

· Know and use Data

a) What data are available?  Is there enough to profile the need?  Can you get it?  Is it public information?

b) Is there data to profile the effectiveness of the strategy you support?  What is it?

c) Can the data collection process be used to educate policymakers?

d) How will you use and share your data? 

· Build a coalition

a) How will each person contribute to the collective effort?

b) On what issues can individuals work?  
c) Identify and Mobilize a constituency
· Develop a consensus agenda

a) Are these issues important enough to work on together?

· Frame the issues

a) Upon what issues can all involved agree?

· Understand the process 

a) Refer to the flow chart discussion
· Be creative in communicating your message

a) Who needs to know and support your message?

b) Who needs to be the messenger?  

c) Do the messengers understand the issue well enough to be effective deliverers of the message?  

d) How can you educate and engage them to help?

e) How can the media help you deliver your message?
f) Know when to compromise

